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U hat should a school do? YUhat should a school be?

At University Lake School, those questions are one and the same.

We believe a Preprimary through 12th grade school must fully prepare students for college and career.
But getting ready for the future should not be a substitute for living today.

Your child’s life doesn’t begin after high school graduation - it’s happening right now.

When your child is thriving emotionally and physically, as well as intellectually,
their academic performance improves — today and throughout their educational journey.



With curiosity-enhancing classrooms and confidence-expanding performance venues,

ULS is a philosophy and a feeling, an adventure and a haven. ULS is a place students want to be today,
and an experience they will draw upon for the rest of their lives.

Here, ongoing/interests meet newly awakened talents.

Here, mistakes large and small reveal fresh opportunities for discovery.
Here, expert teachers provide the tools and encouragement for independent
and collaborative exploration.

HAndFere.

180 acres of vibrant and varied outdoor space inspire calming contemplation,
innovative experimentation, and energizing competition.




In our Reggio Emillio-inspired Preprimary and Lower School, children’s innate curiosity drives their
learning. Insightful educators guide our youngest students through purposeful play and challenging
investigations so their academic knowledge, social skills, and independent minds grow in harmony.

Lower School culminates in the 4th grade Magnum Opus, when each student selects a topic to research
throughout the semester and present to their teachers and peers. This literal “great work” prepares
them for the increased intensity and complexity of Middle School.

Determined by our students’ interests and curious thinking, projects vary from year to year. Consider the
following recent examples...

I have never seen a school as
beautiful as this, where children get to
do so much hands-on learning because
of our surroundings. My son taught me
about redwood trees, which he was able
to learn about firsthand because they
are right here. Students can track the
growth of the great blue herons that nest
here every year, and the kids help with
controlled prairie burns in the spring.

- parent






In Upper School, students prepare to apply for and thrive in college through individual counseling and
an array of honors and Advanced Placement courses. Equally important, our ongoing attention to each
student’s social, emotional and physical wellness fully readies them for the transition to higher
education and adulthood.

The capstone of the ULS journey for every student is a self-selected Senior Project. This independent,
month-long study draws on every aspect of the student’s experience and fills them with new
knowledge, pride and confidence as they head to college and life beyond.

Our older students can dive into fascinating experiences like the following..

I'm amazed at how willing our
students are to help each other. They
also come in for extra work, wanting to

go above and beyond what was asked of
them. It happens because we know each
other, we support each other, and we have
the same vision of what education is —
teachers, students, and families.

- faculty member
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At ULS, expert faculty and coaches draw on our extraordinary natural surroundings, carefully constructed learning
spaces, and longstanding ties to the larger community to make student life exceptionally varied and invigorating.

From Lower School through 12th grade, we offer energizing programs in the visual §rts, music, theater, athletics
and service learning — inspiring students to put their imaginations, values and couragg into practice.

Students engage in brave self-exploration and empathetic collaboration in our wonderfully equipped art
studios and performance spaces. They bond with teammates and build healthy habits in our spacious
gymnasiums and expansive outdoor fields. They partner with local organizations to discover real-world
solutions for ending hunger and climate conservation.

Not “extra” to the curriculum, but essential; these programs promote technical, problem-solving and
collaboration skills that serve students well in their academic subjects — and in life. As active members
of many communities in and beyond our school grounds, students experience the profound satisfaction
and productive challenges of working with others toward a common goal.

We teach something that other area
schools don't — how to appreciate
aesthetics, how to interpret your
emotions, how to channel your
emotions through artwork. The fact that
a student can take 45 minutes out of
their day to be surrounded by
whatever they think is beauty is so
exciting. It's what makes us human.

- faculty member



Glubs and actisities

Lower School

In Lower School, leadership and creativity
go hand in hand. Students can brainstorm
in the Idea Studio, and starting in 3rd
grade, run for and take part in Student
Council. They can further stretch
themselves intellectually, creatively, and
physically through enrichment classes
like coding, chess, basketball, volleyball,
dance, weaving and writing workshops.

Middle School

Our Middle School offerings encourage
students to enhance their academic
accomplishments, engage in fun
competition, and practice leadership.
Activities such as student government
and strategy games — and clubs including
math, robotics and chess - help students
learn real-world problem-solving skills
and build courage and confidence.

Upper School

Upper School students can serve their
communities through Environmental
Club, Diversity Club, SAFE Club, and
others. They can share their creativity
through the fall play and winter musical,
the literary magazine, Jazz Club and choir
ensembles. They can combine art, math,
and science talents in STEAM Club.
Whatever they choose, we help them live
their values, develop new interests, and
get ready for college and beyond.

A tradition of teams:

One of the most cherished ULS traditions is to assign each
student and faculty member to either the Hawks or the
Eagles. All family members are on the same team and, once
you are on a team, it is yours for life. Throughout

the school year, there are a variety of competitions
between the Hawks and Eagles, including field days and
fundraisers. This good-spirited and friendly competition is

a great way for all ULS students to cultivate teamwork skills
and positive sportsmanship.
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we make the most of oun talents fon the greaten good,

At ULS, “leadership” has many meanings. And that means anyone - introverts and extroverts, artists and
athletes, young children and young adults — can learn to lead.

Sometimes leaders put themselves forward to inform, inspire or guide others. That's why we teach
public speaking and performance at all grade levels, ensuring our students can present themselves
effectively and persuade others respectfully.

Yet leadership also happens in less visible, but equally crucial ways. Leaders contribute to causes they
believe in. They take on menial tasks that no one else wants. They listen empathetically instead of talking.
They offer a kind word to brighten someone’s day, and they ask for help when they need it.

ULS students learn to lead through many methods, in many circumstances. And they discover how their
own particular gifts, interests, personalities and experiences can contribute to everyone’s well-being.

The kind of leadership we teach here is
collaborative leadership. It requires time
and thoughtfulness and awareness of
yourself and of others. We spend time
doing self-reflection, and in our
self-discovery we figure out how to apply
that understanding to what others are
going through. That’s how we learn how
to work with others.

- faculty member



Leadership in action
Lower School: Leadership and Service

ULS students learn early that leadership and serving your
community go hand-in-hand. We begin each day with

a morning meeting in which students take turns with

a variety of responsibilities, including leading the meeting.
At the same time, we help students take on different tasks
in service of the greater community, such as bake sales to
support hurricane victims; toy, hat and mitten drives; used
book collections for Home Library; and pop-tab donations
for Children’s Hospital.

Middle School: Pine Rock Studios

A fun exercise in leadership and personal development, Pine Rock
Studios is an opportunity for students to form a band, pick a song,
learn instruments, and then perform in front of an audience.
The program helps students:

- Navigate complex group dynamics

- Practice good listening and communication skills

- Advocate for their opinion

- Learn to compromise

Students listen, negotiate and collaborate until they are playing
their song. A final on-stage performance motivates students to
come together and work through interpersonal complexities.

Upper School: Leadership Trips

Authentic experiences outside the classroom
bring out natural leadership abilities. Every fall,
oth through 11th graders spend four days on
outdoor expeditions to develop skills in leadership,
character, communication and teamwork. Activities
can include canoeing, camping, biking, hiking, ropes
courses and more. The 12th graders participate in

a week of servant leadership by volunteering their
time in the local community.




It's no secret that ULS graduates enroll in the finest universities across the nation — and go on to satisfying,
influential careers. They are also delightful, original, kind and courageous human beings. This combination of
intellectual prowess and personal fortitude sustains and empowers our students throughout their days and years
with us, and for the rest of their lives.

The world needs these young people now more than ever.

Hight yown child, — and, youn family — thrise here?

For more information or to schedule a private tour,

call 262-367-6011, ext. 1455 or email One reason our Kids transition to college so successfully
admissions@universitylake.org. is that they're fearless. They have no fear in walking up to
a professor to ask a question or discuss a point. Those ULS
skills really carry through.

- parent



nin many different ways.
an find their way and not

ULS welcomes qualified students without regard.tgﬁ'éce,’ ethnic origin, creed, gender, or financial need.

universitylake.org






