
HERE WE GROW



Only at Olney

You might wake up early to help deliver baby goats before algebra class.

On a warm 
sun-filled day, 
class could be 
held outside...
in a tree.

350acres of  Organic farm land –used to provide fresh  
meals and incorporated into curriculum through land-
based learning opportunities

Diversity
60 students enrolled (2017-2018) 
30% international
15 states
8 countries
5 continents
1/5th identify as LGBT+
1/4 have Quaker connections

70%of  faculty members hold an advanced 
degree (master’s or doctorate).

15years of  classroom experience is held by 
the average teacher. 1130   average SAT score (575 EBRW, 

550 Math) 

100% of  OFS graduates apply and are 
accepted to four-year colleges 
and universities.

180 years of  Quaker education 
Olney Friends School was established in 1837. 

Olney is a place where you learn things that stay with you the rest of  your life, where you will 
grow, and where you will learn to be yourself.

Our farm produces over 28,000 organic, free-range eggs annually.
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A Letter from Christian

 If  you are perusing this viewbook, something about Olney Friends 
School has grabbed your attention. With over 180 years of  continuous service 
as an independent boarding high school steeped in Quaker values and tradi-
tions, Olney has proven that it offers opportunities for an unparalleled learning 
experience for its students, beyond what one may typically expect 
from a high school education. 

 At Olney, we make it a point to learn as much as 
possible about every member of  our community. Per-
sonal and community triumphs are genuinely cele-
brated. Fresh ideas, new members, and guests from 
different worlds are welcomed with open arms. 
Joyous moments punctuate our days. What’s more 
is that we often, unreservedly express how much we 
mean to one another, as equally-valued members of  
this tight-knit community.  

 A lot more happens at Olney once a student 
discerns that a quality high school education is about 
more than academic excellence. It is, arguably, when one 
can purposefully set forth on a journey of  unencumbered 
self-discovery, laying the intellectual, physical, and spiritual 
bedrock for one’s own truest future. 

 I encourage you to engage with Olney Friends School, where we grow 
learners and dreamers.

Christian Acemah
Head of School

Dear friends,

You might find that 
classes are canceled 
on a snowy morning 
so we can all curl up 
with a good book.

In Friendship,
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Connection to Nature
 Nestled between rolling Ohio farmlands and the Appalachian mountains, Olney Friends School has 
a long tradition of  ecological awareness and stewardship. Students help raise chickens, goats, vegetables 
and field crops on the school’s 350-acre, USDA-certified organic farm, while rooftop solar panels provide 
much of  the power we consume. The entire community participates regularly in hiking and camping ex-
peditions. Our campus includes the northernmost headwaters of  Captina Creek; students monitor stream 
quality and explore its watershed every year. They can also closely investigate the social and environmental 
impacts of  the local coal and hydraulic fracking industries. Nature is not something we visit at Olney, but 
an integral part of  who we are. 
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Quakerism at Olney 
Simplicity

Peace Integrity

Community Equality

Stewardship

Spirituality
 Being rooted in Quakerism, Olney sup-
ports students in their exploration of  spirituality 
and their own sense of  belonging. While students 
are not required to believe in a God or a higher 
power, they must be respectful of  those who do. 
They learn about global notions of  spirituality and 
world religions while bonding with their fellow 
students and teachers who follow and practice 
spirituality in ways different from their own. 
Most importantly, our students gain a sense of  
self-assurance and awareness, which they discover 
through their own introspection. 

Quaker Values

 Over 180 years ago, Olney Friends School 
was founded on the Quaker values of  truthfulness, 
simplicity, non-violence, and respect for the good 
in every person. While no longer officially under 
the care of  the Religious Society of  Friends, our 
Quaker values continue to underlie everything 
we do—how we treat ourselves, our neighbors, 
and our environment. We carry on this spiritual 
heritage by living these values every day, not just 
obeying them as a set of  rules. Our students grad-
uate not only with a breadth of  knowledge and 
skills, but with the ability to determine right and 
wrong and to act responsibly within their commu-
nity and towards the environment.

Silence

 We begin and end each day with ‘Col-
lection,’ a short time of  quiet reflection that 
ends with the shaking of  hands and a chance for 
announcements. We gather for a longer collection 
called ‘Meeting for Worship’ twice weekly, to seek 
a deeper understanding of  what we learn and 
experience in our daily lives. Students use these 
times to reflect quietly, meditate, or pray; to gather 
strength and clearness that helps them better face 
the challenges of  meeting their individual respon-
sibilities and those of  living well in a close com-
munity.

“Olney Friends School attracts people from all over 
the world. Since we have come from such diverse 
backgrounds, we are all at different places in our 
spiritual journey. The Quaker values at Olney have 
a way of collecting these different religious views and 
allowing each person to reach a deeper understand-
ing of religion and spirituality in their own lives. 
Without these Quaker practices many of us would 
not have the much needed stability to move on and 
discover our beliefs. It is unusual for a school to have 
a tolerance for other beliefs and practices, while at 
the same time instilling their own faith and practic-
es. Olney provides us with the freedom to strengthen 
our personal beliefs, and to learn acceptance.”

 - Written by the Students of  Olney Friends School 
to the Board of  Trustees, dated 10/23/1998.
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 At Olney, we practice leadership and responsibility through 
experience. Our students maintain clean living spaces through 
Office Work and Dish Crew, care for our farm animals and crops 
through Farm Crew, and earn leadership roles through these and 
other ‘Self  Government’ organizations. Additionally, they partici-
pate weekly in consensus-based community meetings to develop 
policies and programming, which can have a real impact on school 
policy. 

 Besides being a Friends School tradition, community 
work at Olney teaches respect for the dignity of  all work, and for 
the campus as our home. It allows students to develop a sense of  
responsibility and appreciate the connection between their actions 
(or inactions) and its effect on their surroundings. 

Designated student leadership opportunities currently include: 

Leadership & Responsibility

• Dorm Governors & Staff

• Work Crew Leaders

• Spiritual Life Committee

• Admissions Ambassadors

• Athletic Team Captains

• Class Officers
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 Olney is the only school in the United 
States with a working, certified organic farm. 

Our commitment to local, sustainable and 
organic agriculture allows us to provide healthy, 

nutritious meal options with items from our local food 
system. Much of  the produce and livestock consumed on 

campus comes from our very own farm, with even more coming 
from within a few miles’ radius of  campus. Students regularly enjoy 
our fresh vegetables, free-range eggs, broiler chickens and farm-raised 
beef  during the three on-campus meals served each day. 

 We continue to develop organic farming practices to grow 
healthy food for our community in sustainable ways. We strive to 
improve soil fertility and health while also improving our students’ 
health. We use the farm as a way to teach our students to become 
healthy food consumers and informed community leaders. As part of  
their Olney experience, students gain an awareness of  the importance 
and complexity of  a healthy, sustainable food system.

 The farm is the tangible expression of  the love and learning 

350 Acres 
of USDA
Organic 
Farmland

Students can
participate in Farm 
Crew, in which they 
play a vital role in 

raising livestock and 
crops.

that have happened on this cam-
pus for nearly 180 years. Through 
the farm, Olney students learn to 
respect the work that goes into 
raising crops and to know the 
difference between real food and 
what you see in the supermarket. 
But they also learn that their work 
on the farm is just the latest con-
tribution to the generations who 
have cared for this land. They see 
first hand how caring for the land 
allows the land to care for them. 
It is the purest form of  living the 
Olney Spirit.
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The Olney Difference

 An Olney education is more than simply 
mastering subject areas in a classroom. What 
makes Olney different is the opportunity to live 
those lessons every day. Olney students learn 
about community by living and learning with their 
fellow students. They learn about responsibility by 
helping to feed each other, working on the farm, 
or making sure their school is clean. They learn 
to work together because they discover, first hand, 
that the success of  the school depends on recog-
nizing the talents of  each individual and finding 
ways for those talents to grow. Their success is 
measured not just in terms of  grades and college 
acceptances, but (more importantly, perhaps) in 
the life-long friendships that they form here. At 
Olney, education is meant to be lived.

Environmental Science

 Olney’s location at the headwaters of  
Captina Creek, one of  the few remaining wild wa-
terways in Ohio, makes it the perfect place to in-
vestigate watershed ecosystems. Our faculty often 
take the students up and down the creek, as far as 
Powhatan Point, where the creek joins the Ohio 
River, measuring pH and turbidity. Their work is 
more than a simple classroom exercise; this data 
is used by the Captina Conservancy to monitor the 
health of  the stream. 

Humanities

 Olney’s integrated humanities program 
combines English, history, political science, 
philosophy, art history, and more into a single 
course—allowing students to see the bigger pic-
ture instead of  their fragmented parts. Each year’s 
course nominally conforms to a period of  history. 
Freshfolk learn about ancient history; Sophomores 
cover the Middle Ages through the 18th century; 
Juniors study American history; and Seniors cover 
the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. But the real work 
of  humanities lies in the collaborative contem-
plation of  a few essential questions: what does it 
mean to trust, or to be trustworthy? How can we 
become better people, and what does “better” 
even mean? How does society cope with change? 

The Harkness Method

 There are a few skills that are essential for 
students to excel at Olney: respect for the opin-
ions of  others, active listening, a willingness to be 
vulnerable, and an understanding of  one’s re-
sponsibility to speak when moved to do so. Many 
of  our classes make use of  the Harkness discus-
sion method as a way of  practicing these skills. 
Students decide how they want to approach the 
material, take responsibility for their preparation, 
and assess their performance. In this way, Hark-
ness allows students to practice vital skills and use 
them to collaborate on how the class develops.

Curiosity & Knowledge
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Recent Graddy Essay 
topics have run the gam-
ut from understanding 
the white working class, 
to psilocybin as an alter-
nate treatment for de-
pression, to investigating 
the feasibility of solar 
power as a means for 
making the school more 
self-sufficient.

Questions of Conscience & 
Independent Thought 
Who am I?

 As a student, you may arrive at Olney 
with pre-conceived notions of  yourself—that you 
are not artistically inclined, athletic, or will not 
have a successful career. Then, you attend a class 
that call into question all of  your previously held 
beliefs. Our classes help you question deeply held 
assumptions about your sense of  self  or things 
you once held true; and we do so together, in a 
supportive environment. “Metanoia,” a Greek 
word meaning “a transformative change of  heart,” 
is what you experience here as you shed your 
previous notions of  self  and realize you are more 
capable that you ever believed you could be.

What is my purpose?

 Flowing from the Quaker Testimonies that 
we hold dear, a student’s career revolves around 
one main question: what am I here to do?  Be it in 
business, humanities, or other professional en-
deavors, our alumni overwhelmingly find them-
selves serving humanity in their own ways. The 
very structure of  the school’s activities engenders 
conscientiousness and introspection, which con-
tinually clarify one’s place in society and role in 
global stewardship.

What do I believe?

 The global Quaker community often 
campaigns against violence and injustice. Olney 
continues this tradition of  social activism by dig-
ging into social issues as part of  our curriculum. 
Through elective courses and our core Human-
ities classes, we tackle issues of  privilege, race, 
and equality. Students are free to express their 
right to assemble peaceably and, under proper 
supervision, can  participate in political rallies and 
protests if  they choose to do so.

Why does it matter?

 Writing and research form a core compo-
nent of  an Olney education. A graduation require-
ment is the completion of  the Graduation Essay, 
a year-long research project on a topic of  the 
student’s choice that culminates in the submission 
of  a 20+ page research paper. The Graduation Es-
say is an opportunity for students to demonstrate, 
through research and reflection, a mastery of  their 
topic and to celebrate the writing and argumenta-
tion skills they have learned here. 
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Musicians & Artists Athletes
 Our athletic programs are built around cooperation as much as 
competition. Students are encouraged to undertake personal chal-
lenges, to reap the rewards that come with individual and collective 
growth, rather than playing only to win.  

 Olney’s annual “Gym Ex” Gymnastics Exhibition, has been a 
central tradition for over 100 years. Students perform a series of  gym-
nastic-themed exercises that promote teamwork and self-reliance.

 Soccer, our most popular sport, carries a full schedule, playing 
other schools and clubs in the Ohio Valley area. Other team sports, 
including basketball, volleyball and Ultimate Frisbee are scrimmage-
based while individual offerings like running, yoga, wrestling, and 
strength & conditioning embrace the promotion of  healthy lifestyles.

 Olney is home to bud-
ding musicians and artists, both 
students and faculty. Throughout 
the year, our halls transform into 
galleries, where student artwork 
is freely admired. Additionally, 
Olney celebrates the musical 
talents of  our students through 
activities such as “All-School 
Sing” and talent shows.

 Students are able to ex-
press themselves and their talents 
through a variety of  mediums 
such as woodworking, photogra-
phy, studio art, choir, and private 
instrumental instruction.
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Learners & Dreamers
Student Advising
 The Advisor Program at Olney Friends 
School is a hallmark of  the strong connections our 
teachers make with every student. Faculty mem-
bers typically have four to five students as advisees 
each year and come to be essential in their lives 
and success here on campus. Knowing that some-
one is always available to help, to share, and to 
laugh during the school year is seen as an integral 
part of  the Olney experience.

 Advisors make every effort to know the 
academic, athletic, and social lives of  their advi-
see, cultivating an atmosphere of  trust and mutual 
respect in which students can openly discuss their 
successes and their concerns. The advisors then 
update parents, informing them of  their child’s 
progress. This allows parents to maintain an open 
line of  communication and to gain a real aware-
ness of  what is happening in their child’s life at 
Olney.  

College Counseling

 The philosophy of  the college counseling 
program is based on the principle that discovering 
good matches between students and colleges/uni-
versities is the objective of  the college admission 
process. We believe that the colleges best suited 
for our students are the ones that will challenge 
and nurture their academic and social maturation. 
Our college counseling program offers distinctive 
and exciting programs for our students to explore.

 In the end, students who are happiest 
about the college process have thought critically 
about their abilities, goals, and needs. Students 
and families who listen to their hearts and heads, 
guided by information and insight rather than 
over-simplified college rankings, will be the happi-
est and the most successful. We look forward every 
year to working with our students and assisting 
them in navigating the college process.

• Alderson Broaddus University
• Bates College
• Bluffton University
• Bryn Mawr College 
• Boston College
• Boston University
• Carnegie Mellon University

• Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity
• College of  William & Mary
• Duke University
• Earlham College
• Guilford College
• Haverford College

• Loyola University - Maryland
• New York University
• The Ohio State University
• Pennsylvania State University
• Purdue University
• Rhode Island School of  Design
• University of  Pittsburgh  

Life Beyond Olney



Drew Iwenjiora
West Henrietta, NY

“I like Olney because of the 
close friends you can get 
here... People are always 
willing to help and talk to 
you and you know you are 
loved by the community...

“I did activities here that I 
could never imagine to do 
at a public school. I learned 
skills I never thought I would 
enjoy. Learning here is great 
too because you are close to 
the teachers so you can ask 
them for help. It is easier to 
ask a friend for help and if 
your teacher is your friend. ”

Sara Hirayama
Tokyo, Japan

Izraa Rosa
Cleveland, OH

Zora Dahme
Berlin, Germany

Sophia Marotta
Kingsport, TN

“The best part of Olney is the 
community. I’ve never had 
such a great community in 
any school I’ve been to. I got 
really close with some people 
really fast and I feel like I 
made friends for life.

“I loved my classes this year. 
The relationships between 
student and teacher are more 
respectful than in most high 
schools. I feel like my teach-
ers actually care about me 
and my learning process and 
that is a great feeling.” 

“... I love Olney Friends 
School. This school is my 
home and my classmates are 
my family, I cannot possi-
bly imagine a place I would 
rather be to learn and devel-
op. People here are from all 
over the world, and I have 
learned about new languag-
es and cultures from them, 
making my high school ex-
perience much more unique 
and worldly than it would be 
anywhere else.” 

“...Olney opened my eyes to 
a lot of things about myself. 
I used to be scared of getting 
dirt on my pants or scuffing 
my shoes, but now I can get 
my hands dirty, since I got 
away from the toxicity that is 
materialism. Olney is my sec-
ond home; it has this effect on 
me and so many others that 
ties you in and makes you so 
emotionally invested. I love 
Olney simply for the fact that 
it made me more mature and 
responsible, socially and aca-
demically.”
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“I went to Farm Out... and 
had an immediate love for 
the farm, people, and cam-
pus. I wanted that connec-
tion, that love that comes 
with being a member of the 
Olney community. Now I am 
finishing my Freshman year 
and that love is a part of me. 
This community is my home, 
the people are my family, 
and I feel like I truly belong 
here. It’s the best feeling in 
the world, to feel like you’re 
a part of something so much 
bigger than yourself but that 
you’re an integral part of.”

“People here at Olney accept 
you as you are. Every single 
person is different, and we 
all respect each other. It is 
very important because you 
shouldn’t care what other 
people say about you as you 
live your life. You can chal-
lenge yourself with a sup-
portive community. Olney 
is a beautiful place, and it 
makes you powerful just by 
being here.” 

Stella Riesbeck
Cambridge, OH

Why Our Students Love Olney



2006
“Olney teaches environmental sci-
ence in a way that you will not find 
in many high schools in the U.S. It 
has the Captina Conservancy to ex-
pand education on how what we do 

affects our environment.” 

-Gwen Giffen

“Olney was the first place in the 
whole world that I felt comfortable 
enough to come out as gay... I am 
who I am today because of Olney 
Friends School. I do not know who 
I would be if it weren’t for Olney, 
but I am sure I am a better person 
for joining that little community ... 

on the hill.”

-Sam Leath

“Olney Friends School changed the 
course of my life. It molded me at a 
vital time in my growing-up, and I 
will be forever grateful for the les-
sons learned through the commu-
nity there. I cannot express enough 
how much this school affected me, in 

the most positive way.”

-Hunter Keller

2014
2009

19821891-1892

1919-1920

1938-1939

1970

1985
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“Olney changed my life. After be-
ing home-schooled I had high skills 
in many areas but marked deficits 
in others. I also lacked many social 
skills. Olney accepted me where I 
was and taught me as an individ-
ual. I learned to accept myself and 

others.”

-Jessica Fournerat

“As a fourth-generation Olneyite, I 
have helped seven children and one 
grandchild graduate from Olney. 
The most important influence was 
the teachers and staff who mentored 
me, taught me how to learn, live 
with others, love, and seek Truth, 

Tolerance, and a Good Life.”

-Richard W. Emmons

Why Our Alumni Love Olney

“Olney showed me how to be in-
dependent and think outside the 
box.... Being an African American, 
I valued that Olney is a very diverse 
school with many different cultures. 
I feel these things that Olney taught 
me helped me for life after high 

school and now college.”

-Ellis Reed

2017

1949 1990
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Community Life & Traditions
Boarding

 The Residential Life Program at Olney 
allows students to learn the skills necessary to live 
peacefully in community. By sharing private and 
public spaces with their peers, acknowledging and 
celebrating differences, and working through the 
inevitable conflicts that arise,  our students learn 
to communicate with each other respectfully. 

 Each dormitory is led by three to four 
adult dorm staff, including one Dorm Head. 
There is an adult dorm staff  member on duty 
every night during the school year. In addition to 
providing supervision and safety, our dorm staff  
help with homework and interact with students 
through evening activities. 

 Students are an integral part of  the dorm 
leadership. Each student dorm staff  member has 
one weekly duty night which they are responsible 
for checking room cleanliness and taking evening 
attendance. It is tradition for the student dorm 
staff  to circulate around the dorm at lights out 
and wish everyone a goodnight before the faculty 
do a final evening round. Student dorm staff  are 
role models and fill many roles—acting as media-
tors, assisting with evening and weekend activity 
planning, and teaching dorm procedures and 
traditions. The weekend activities bring students 
together over shared interests and empower the 
students because they take ownership of  the plan-
ning and implementation of  the activities.

Diversity

 Being diverse is part of  our identity at 
Olney Friends School, as evidenced by our signif-
icant international student population and com-
mitment to making Olney affordable regardless 
of  someone’s socio-economic status. Diversity of  
people and thoughts is the expectation at Olney. 
We celebrate our differences, promote tolerance 
among our community, and open our minds 
through thought-provoking queries and courses.   

Traditions

 At Olney, we balance the old with the new, 
incorporating many long-standing social traditions 
that still have relevance to our program today. 
Many of  these traditions go back to the school’s 
founding days. We find that these traditions help 
strengthen bonds among classmates and between 
students and staff  and provide an element of  ex-
citement and surprise through the year.  

Some examples of  traditional events at Olney are:

  

• Almost Anything Goes 

• Harvest Festival

• Homecoming

• Gym-Ex

• Creative Endeavors

• Poetry Slam

• FARm OUT

• Junior & Senior So-
cials



Neighboring Cities

Wheeling, WV... 30 minutes
Pittsburgh, PA... 1.5 hours
Columbus, OH... 1.5 hours
Cleveland, OH... 2 hours 

Situated in the foothills of  the Appalachian Mountains, Barnesville, Ohio 
is a tight-knit, safe community that is the epitome of  small-town America. 

The primary airport is Pittsburgh International Airport, and there is a Grey-
hound Bus Station in Wheeling. 

To schedule a visit, call 740-425-3655
 or email admissions@olneyfriends.org
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Olney Friends School
61830 Sandy Ridge Road 
Barnesville, OH 43713
www.olneyfriends.org

mainoffice@olneyfriends.org
740-425-3655


