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At Berkwood Hedge School, we are K–5 by 

choice and believe that now, more than ever, we must 

preserve childhood. We cultivate children’s natural creativity 

and intellectual curiosity through our compassionate 

guidance and expertise, within an environment that is just 

right for their age, emotions, and needs. When we help 

children grow into their unique selves without growing up 

too quickly, they develop clarity and conviction for the 

future, yet still enjoy being children today. Come discover 

your own story at Berkwood Hedge School.

Our StOry BeginS By  
Cultivating Creativity and  

intelleCtual CuriOSity 
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For more than 70 years, we have  
nurtured a community in which intellectual and 

emotional development are inseparable. Meeting children 

where they are academically and emotionally makes 

learning accessible. Outside the classroom, cross-grade 

friendships are encouraged and cultivated. On our  

campus, you’ll see that every child is inspired, engaged, 

and supported to be exactly who they are. Experience  

the joy of an intimate, intentional K–5 school.

COnneCting the Mind  
and the heart  

– 2 –

A story of social and emotional growth. 
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Each week we gather for a Community 
Meeting where we share class and school updates  

and participate in our tradition of “honoring.”  

This is a time when children and adults are invited to 

honor someone who has touched their lives.  

As the entire school comes together, students listen  

attentively to one another. This simple practice, rooted in 

the expression of appreciation and gratitude, builds  

community, respect, and connection—and students  

gain a profound sense of belonging.  

CeleBrating and hOnOring  
eaCh Other   

A story of community. 
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We know that learning can be truly  
powerful when it is connected to a student’s experience. 

Through relevant, real-life experiences, we create hands-on  

opportunities that make sense to children and the way  

they learn. For example, to understand how electrical energy 

works, our first-grade students use conductive and insulating 

play dough to convert electrical energy into light or sound 

energy, lighting multiple lightbulbs as part of a larger  

engineering project. This is one of the many ways our  

students become architects of their own knowledge.   

learning By dOing   

A story of digging in.  



BerkwOOd hedge 
SChOOl iS a  

JOyful PlaCe Of  
diSCOvery and  

learning.
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Every day we are inspired to help children  

find their purpose and passion in learning and in life. 

Because social justice is integrated into everything  

we do, our students develop an awareness and deep 

empathy for the self and others. They learn to form their 

own beliefs and values, exercise their voices and choices, 

and become active and engaged in developing a personal 

sense of social responsibility. In time, they learn how to 

be agents of change for individuals and communities.  

develOPing  
PurPOSe and PaSSiOn 

A story of recognizing justice. 
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nurturing leaderShiP 

A story of stepping up.  

At Berkwood Hedge School, we want 
each student to develop their own voice.  

Throughout the day, there are plenty of opportunities  

to do just that. Kindergartners are supported to resolve 

conflicts through “friendship meetings,” where they  

practice speaking up and sharing feelings with one another.  

For our Storytelling Festival, students study and learn the  

art of oral storytelling, performing not just for the school 

but for the wider community as well. By fifth grade,  

students confidently articulate their thoughts and 

 opinions into voices of advocacy, hope, and change. 
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There is no second chance at a solid first  
foundation. That is why every day we cultivate  

our students’ natural creativity and intellectual curiosity. 

When education is engaging and dynamic, children  

embrace learning, developing their own understanding  

of the world, their own voice, and their own unique sense 

of self. At Berkwood Hedge School, students actively learn 

from their world and develop critical thinking skills.  

By asking, exploring, and engaging, our students have  

a deeper understanding and become more invested in  

their education, their communities, and their lives. 

enCOuraging  
ChildhOOd inquiry 

A story of fostering knowledge. 



Come visit our vibrant campus  
in the heart of Berkeley, and  

add your chapter to the  
Berkwood Hedge School story.

Start yOur StOry at 
BerkwOOd hedge SChOOl
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