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OUR MISSION. We will graduate students who are accomplished in the academic 

skills one would expect; at ease beyond their borders; truly fluent in a second  

language; good writers and speakers one and all; confident because they excel in 

a particular passion; artists no matter their field; practical in the ways of the world; 

emotionally unafraid and physically fit; humble about their gifts and generous of 

spirit; trustworthy; aware that their behavior makes a difference in our ecosystem; 

great leaders when they can be, good followers when they should be; on their 

way to well-chosen higher education; and, most importantly, architects of lives that 

transcend the ordinary. We will share our prosperity with those who need it, initially 

through traditional financial aid and, as we grow, in more innovative and broader- 

scale ways that leap the walls of our campuses. We will provide our faculty and staff 

members a special place to pursue the science and art of teaching. We want to align 

the rewards of teaching more closely with the value it brings to society, provide teachers  

opportunities to deepen their skills and be a place where careers, in and out of the 

classroom, can flourish. We will advance education by setting an example as an effective,  

diverse and accountable school; by continuously investing in ways to become better 

at what we do; and by making available our discoveries, large and small, to colleagues 

in the cause of education.







Welcome to the New York campus of Avenues: The World School, a 15-grade independent 

school located in the Chelsea neighborhood of Manhattan. Since opening in 2012, Avenues 

New York has grown its student body from 740 students to more than 1,600 in 2018. Students 

from our first three graduating classes are studying at some of the finest educational insti-

tutions in the country and are well on their way to becoming, in the words of our mission 

statement, “architects of lives that transcend the ordinary.”

This was a momentous year for Avenues: The World School. This year, our global vision— 

of one school with many interconnected and interdependent campuses around the world— 

became a reality in Asia and Latin America. In winter 2017, Avenues students traveled from 

New York to Shenzhen, China, to participate in the pilot of the Avenues Mastery Academy: 

an exciting new model for education, in which students live and work alongside master 

teachers on a specialized project, taking advantage of the unique conditions and resources 

of a particular global city (in Shenzhen, they made cell phones from scratch). Then, in fall 

2018, Avenues opened its second campus in São Paulo, Brazil, with more than 650 students 

and a faculty composed of exceptional educators from Avenues New York and other top 

schools around the world.

We understand that choosing a school is one of the most important decisions in a parent’s 

life, and we want you to have all the information you need to consider whether Avenues is 

right for your family. Contained in this book are augmented reality experiences  intended to 

convey Avenues’ DNA—our mission, vision and approach—as vividly as possible. The best 

way to get to know us, however, is by visiting our New York campus; we warmly invite you to 

sign up online to attend an event or take a tour.

Welcome to A New School of Thought. We’re so glad you’re here.

Welcome



We believe that there are many reasons to choose Avenues: The World School, and hope 

that you will discover those reasons for yourself in this book and the augmented reality  

experiences it contains. Two things in particular, however, make Avenues truly distinct. 

Avenues’ innovative curriculum continues to be shaped by expert faculty with support from 

our in-house research and development team. Some of the unique programs that we have 

developed since opening in 2012 include the World Course, High-Intensity Practice, the  

Mastery Learning System, Avenues Mastery Academies and the Avenues World Elements. 

Language immersion, offered in either Chinese or Spanish, is a core part of an Avenues  

education from nursery to 5th grade, cultivating students truly proficient in a second  

language by the time they enter the middle grades. Ultimately, our program teaches students 

the skills and content they need to thrive in a world where what you can do with what you 

know matters even more than what you know. It is the strongest possible response to a  

future that we cannot yet imagine, but for which we can prepare.

Avenues is one school with many campuses, including New York, São Paulo, Online, and in 

the near future, Shenzhen. This is not a collection of different schools all pursuing different 

educational strategies, but rather one highly integrated and global learning community,  

connected and supported by a common vision, a shared curriculum, the same admissions 

standards, collective professional development of its faculty and best-in-class facilities.  

Supported by a global headquarters in New York, all of our campuses are Avenues in sub-

stance as well as form. A powerful example of that is the number of faculty from our New 

York campus who are currently pioneering new Avenues programs in Brazil and China. As a 

world school, Avenues designs its campuses to be globally connected while deeply rooted in 

their own communities and countries, with a strong commitment to recruiting local students. 

Our global admissions standards mean that a student admitted to one campus is automat-

ically admitted to all, opening up exciting possibilities for the cultivation of global citizens at 

ease beyond their borders.

Why Avenues



Here, we present the distinguishing differences of an Avenues education—the learning  

experiences that define a child’s journey through Avenues, whether it begins in the Early 

Learning Center (comprising nursery, pre-kindergarten and kindergarten), the Lower  

Division (1st through 5th grade) or the Upper Division (6th through 12th grade). These  

experiences underpin the Avenues World Elements, our unique curricular system that lays 

out the essential and enduring learning outcomes for Avenues graduates around the world. 

The full table of Avenues World Elements can be viewed online at awe.avenues.org. 

In this book, for the first time, we’re using augmented reality technology to bring these  

core learning experiences to life as vividly as possible. Once you’ve gotten set up with the 

AvenuesAR app (see below for how to do that), you’ll be able to use your smartphone or 

tablet to see our campuses and step inside our classrooms; meet our students and faculty; 

and experience the defining features of an Avenues education for yourself.

Avenues
Learning Experiences

EXPERIENCING AUGMENTED REALITY 

STEP ONE Download the AvenuesAR app to your smartphone from  
  the App Store or the Google Play Store. 

STEP TWO Place the book flat on a table or desk.  
  The AR experience has been designed  
  to be viewed from a seated position. 

STEP THREE Open the AvenuesAR app and point at any page with the  
  camera icon. Watch the pages come to life in augmented  
  reality on your smartphone’s screen. Enjoy!
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X
What students know is important to us, but we care even more about what they can do with 

their knowledge—how they evaluate information, question assumptions and solve problems. 

By extension, we value the ability to formulate incisive questions and evaluate multiple  

answers over the memorization of content. That is why in Avenues’ upper grades classrooms, 

students learn through dialogue—the exchange and weighing of perspectives on a particular 

text, math problem or global issue.

Exchange works like this: Instead of sitting in rows, students sit at a round table, so they 

can make eye contact with one another. Instead of standing at the front, their teacher sits 

shoulder-to-shoulder with students as part of the circle and guides the discussion by asking 

incisive questions. Students respond, then follow suit by asking their own questions. Wrong 

answers are not penalized; instead, their inaccuracy is revealed through further questioning. 

Every student is a visible part of the discussion and each is encouraged to speak. It’s a  

beguilingly simple setup that yields profound results.

In English and the humanities, this method teaches empathy, persuasion and flexible thinking. 

In math, it provides a model of collaborative problem solving—in which progress is directly 

linked to making and learning from mistakes—that students can apply to any area of life. 

Across the board, it stimulates critical thinking and cultivates articulate public speakers who 

are able to present their opinions and pitch their ideas with extraordinary poise.

Exchange

ELC 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1





Hi
We embrace the idea that the best way to cultivate lifelong skills is to spend a lot of time 

practicing with the right kind of guidance and coaching. To that end, we developed the High- 

Intensity Practice (HIP) program for students in the Upper Division. In writing sessions,  

students are given 20 minutes to write, uninterrupted and in silence, on a variety of prompts. 

In math sessions, students spend the same amount of time solving problems in small groups. 

The prompts and problems are designed to provoke bold responses and encourage students 

to take inventive risks. In these short bursts of creative and analytical freedom, students  

cultivate essential thinking skills—mental agility, empathy, creativity and critical thinking—

through persistent practice. 

In addition to developing better writers and more nimble problem solvers, HIP allows students 

to practice a deeper kind of thinking than normally focused on in other classroom settings. 

By practicing often and over a number of years, students develop a set of thinking skills  

related to the brain’s key executive functions: working memory, cognitive flexibility and  

inhibitory control (executive function is often likened to the air traffic control system of the 

brain). HIP may also improve the ability to think abstractly, reason and discern patterns—

markers of what psychologists refer to as fluid intelligence. As a regular part of the Upper 

Division schedule, HIP Thinking builds the intellectual “muscle memory” that will enable  

students to unleash their creativity while staying focused—in college and beyond.

High-Intensity
Practice
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Im
At Avenues, learning a second language is more than an academic pursuit; it is a daily practice 

that transforms the way students see and think about the world. We don’t teach Chinese or 

Spanish; we teach in Chinese or Spanish. From nursery to 5th grade, students spend 50% of 

their time learning in English and 50% learning in a second language: one day in English, one 

day in Chinese or Spanish, and so on. This mental transition is supported by the physical  

environment that we have designed to house our program, in which students move between 

paired classrooms differentiated only by the language seen, heard and spoken inside. 

Through immersion in these rich and stimulating environments, and with the support of 

world-class faculty, students learn languages as tools of daily communication that will be 

useful for the rest of their lives.

Knowing multiple languages opens up untold cultural, intellectual and professional pathways 

through the world. It also literally opens a child’s mind: multilingual education activates and 

expands parts of the brain untapped by monolingual study. Research shows that those who 

speak multiple languages benefit from increased creativity, improved executive functioning 

(like switching between tasks and separating relevant from irrelevant information), stronger 

memory, sharper problem-solving skills and more flexible thinking. Learning a second lan-

guage is a rigorous workout for the brain at any age, and when you start with immersion at 

the age of three, it’s a life-changing workout that comes naturally.

In 6th grade, students transition from the immersion program into intensive study of their 

chosen language, which continues to graduation. Students entering Avenues New York in 

the Upper Division are assessed for proficiency in either Chinese or Spanish; introductory 

courses are offered for those with no prior experience. In the intensive program, students 

learn language from and within context, completing projects with a real-world application 

and strong cultural connections. Upper Division students have frequent opportunities to put 

their language skills into practice, including extracurricular language clubs and study abroad 

programs provided by Global Journeys. 

Immersion
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Ir
Inquiry is the process whereby students expand their knowledge, discover solutions to  

problems, uncover inconsistencies and answer questions. It is fundamental to learning and 

the growth of human civilization, and it happens in every classroom and at every grade level 

at Avenues. 

When students search for the answers to questions, they gain a deeper and more lasting  

understanding of their subject matter than direct instruction can provide—and more often 

than not, that understanding is concretely applied to a real-world problem or issue. At  

Avenues, especially in the Upper Division, inquiry often takes the form of solving “future 

problems,” which requires students to first inquire into the current state of a given issue  

and then to extrapolate from their learning to find a solution.

An example of inquiry writ large is the Avenues World Course, our interdisciplinary global 

studies program that spirals from nursery to 12th grade. The course takes students on a  

15-year journey across intellectual, cultural and geographical boundaries, structured around 

a series of questions that begin with the self and expand gradually to encompass cities,  

civilizations and the future of the planet. “Who am I?” leads to “What is community?” leads  

to “Why do civilizations rise and fall?” leads to “What kind of impact can I make on the 

world in my lifetime?” There are no easy answers to these questions; guiding students to 

find their own is one of the ways we prepare them to live meaningful lives in a future we  

cannot imagine.

Inquiry
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Is
Interdisciplinary studies combine the knowledge and curricular approach of two or more 

academic disciplines into one activity to promote deep learning and a more complex  

understanding of a theme, topic or real-world issue. By encouraging students to think 

across, rather than within, traditional fields of study, this approach invites them to practice  

the expansive thinking necessary to formulate innovative solutions to the world’s most 

pressing problems.

In our mission statement, we pledge to graduate students who are “accomplished in the  

academic skills one would expect,” and interdisciplinary studies elevate—rather than  

replace—those skills and disciplines at Avenues. Whenever possible, the intersections  

between subjects such as art, English and science are emphasized, whether in a hands-on 

iLab project or a discussion-based World Course class. In one recent example, upper grades 

students designed, constructed and installed a self-sustaining “tiny house” in Black Rock 

Forest in upstate New York, requiring inputs from math, science, design, engineering and 

art. In another example, Lower Division students designed their own solutions to a particu-

lar problem and pitched them at the annual Invention Convention—they were so focused on 

their projects that only later did they realize they had been doing math, science and art all 

along. Our faculty’s commitment to interdisciplinary studies has nurtured a culture of collab-

oration in which teachers—and their students—are constantly working together to redefine 

what is possible in N-12 education.

Interdisciplinary
Studies

ELC 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

5

In the Lower Division, students bring their budding 

research skills to bear on studies of ancient civilizations 

such as Egypt, China, the Mayans and the Aztecs. In 

these inquiry-driven interdisciplinary units, students 

are challenged to formulate questions, gather informa-

tion, present their conclusions to their peers and finally, 

evaluate and reflect on their own process.





M
We pledge to graduate students who are confident because they excel in a particular  

passion, and we provide students with the space, time and resources to first identify and 

then pursue that passion in depth and over multiple years. The Mastery Program puts upper 

grades students in charge of their own learning in an area of their choosing, supported by 

a mentor (either a faculty member or an expert in the field), and culminates in a long-term 

customized project that undergoes multiple iterations. Projects have ranged from engi-

neering (the design and construction of, say, a banjo or an electric skateboard) to the arts 

(a 200-page novel tracing a character’s evolution through dreams, or a documentary film 

about the juvenile criminal justice system) to public policy (a data visualization project on 

educational outcomes in New York City)—the possibilities really are endless. The Mastery 

experience is profoundly useful—it might anchor a student’s college essay or inspire a future 

career—but its heart is intrinsic reward: the beautiful engagement of one’s passions in the 

pursuit of excellence.

The Mastery Program begins formally in 9th grade, but preparation for the journey begins  

in the Lower Division, where students complete passion projects in both English and their  

immersion language. In the middle grades, the annual weeklong Minimester gives students  

a chance to find new interests by choosing from a range of extra-curricular classes, from  

cooking to journalism, sailing to stand-up comedy. No matter their subject, all teachers at 

Avenues are focused on helping students discover their passions, ensuring that by the time 

they enter the upper grades, they are ready to grasp the immense opportunities of the  

Mastery Program.

Mastery
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Justin, class of 2018, works on his Mastery project: to 

design and build a portable solar panel charging  

station that can be dropped from military relief aircraft 

to provide immediate energy to disaster areas. The 

idea came about as a response to the widespread 

power outages suffered by Puerto Rico after Hurricane 

Maria. In coordination with FEMA and a local NGO, 

Justin intends to have the charging station shipped to 

Puerto Rico for field testing. 





Mt
We believe that students do best in school when they feel closely connected to adults who 

provide advice and mentorship. The Upper Division deans program is our expression of that 

belief. The deans at Avenues are not teachers who spend part of their time in an advisory  

capacity: they are full-time mentors whose sole responsibility is the social-emotional well-

being and academic success of their students. Working closely with faculty and acting as a 

point of contact for parents, deans ensure that students are fully supported and appropri-

ately challenged at school. Deans develop close relationships with their students by meeting  

regularly with them, both one-on-one and in small groups, over multiple years. In 6th grade, 

students are assigned a dean who will work with them through 9th grade. In 10th grade,  

students are assigned a new dean with expertise in college counseling. The student-dean 

relationship is a powerful source of continuity across the major transitions of Upper Division—

between the middle and upper grades, and onwards towards graduation and college. To 

complement the deans program, in 2018 we launched Avenues Guru: an interactive, online 

mentorship platform that connects students and alumni with Avenues parents and staff for 

career advice and internship opportunities.

We are serious about placing our students in postsecondary environments in which they  

will thrive. Accordingly, our approach to college counseling is to look for the best fit for the 

individual student based on his or her aspirations, passions and predilections. With their  

holistic understandings of their mentees and encyclopedic knowledge of institutions of 

higher education, deans are uniquely placed to guide students through the admissions  

process. Avenues students have been admitted to around 170 schools in the United States 

and abroad, and can be found on the campuses of Columbia, Harvard, Middlebury, NYU,  

Pomona, Stanford, the University of Chicago, the University of Pennsylvania and Yale.

Mentorship
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P
Play is the medium through which students learn about themselves and the world, and in the 

Early Learning Center and the first years of the Lower Division, it is prioritized as a key to 

child development. The curriculum is designed to promote competency and the mastery of 

developmental skills through a variety of multisensory experiences, using open-ended  

materials that ignite children’s imaginations. Whether children are playing with wooden 

blocks and sand or enjoying an age-appropriate game on an iPad, teachers act as guides, 

seeking to stimulate their natural curiosity and ensure that they feel challenged but not  

frustrated. Tactile play develops fine and gross motor skills, physical play stimulates growth, 

and make-believe play accelerates social-emotional learning. Most importantly for us, all 

kinds of play foster a love of learning that young children will carry with them as they move 

upwards through school.

Our beautiful new Early Learning Center facility was designed in consultation with Avenues 

faculty to provide safe and stimulating spaces for different kinds of learning and play. These 

include a fully landscaped outdoor playground, a multipurpose room for movement, a patio 

for growing plants and a teaching kitchen. Located on the same block as our original campus, 

the purpose-built facility provides a cozy environment in which young children can play, 

learn and thrive.

Play
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Pr
Project-based learning challenges students not only to understand, but also to use complex 

ideas in innovative, tangible and rigorous ways. It is one of the most powerful tools that we 

have at our disposal for cultivating real-world problem solvers and confident collaborators, 

and in the process, for transcending the conventional definition of schooling.

Across every subject area and at all grade levels projects are thoughtfully designed to send 

students deep into a particular topic. In 1st grade, for example, students spent a whole year 

studying the role of parks in communities before embarking on group projects to design  

and engineer their own playgrounds. Meanwhile, after spending 12 weeks studying and  

writing research papers on the conflict in Syria, a group of students designed and executed 

a United Nations-style symposium featuring a roster of outside experts. Not everything is 

or should be a project; for us, a project isn’t valuable unless it requires teamwork and has 

multiple deliverables, requiring inputs from more than one discipline and the application of 

different skills.

Our passion for projects also reflects a passion for process. Instead of focusing on the static 

outcome of a student’s work—in the form of a vocabulary test, say, or a memorized presen-

tation—project-based learning allows us to home in on the kinds of work that students do in 

the classroom, and to diversify that work in order to maximize learning. It sounds technical, 

but it’s actually very simple: students of all ages learn better when they are doing, and they 

do better when their work is purpose-driven. By making students fully accountable for their 

work, project-based learning builds persistence, communication skills and self-awareness—

in other words, it builds character. Remarkable things happen when young people are given 

a stake in their own learning—something we witness firsthand every day at Avenues.

Projects
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Second  grade students spend a semester on an inter-

disciplinary study of the Hudson River. After visiting 

the river’s estuary to gather real field data on its 

chemistry and wildlife, students build a model of the 

river back in the classroom. Over several weeks, they 

monitor the health of the saltwater tanks and observe 

the animals that they caught in the estuary.





Se
We are committed to helping students get out of their “bubbles,” whether socio-economic,  

cultural or linguistic—not only because it’s the right thing to do but also because young 

people learn and grow in extraordinary ways when they do. From nursery to 12th grade, our 

community engagement program emphasizes experiential learning that allows students to 

forge personal connections to individuals, organizations and causes beyond the campus 

walls. Through these connections, we inspire students to develop concern for others, com-

mitment to the common good and a desire to make a difference in the world. 

In the Early Learning Center, our youngest students might visit a neighborhood school or 

participate in an annual series of book, clothing and food drives spearheaded by the  

Avenues Parent Association, whose mission is to enrich student life through voluntary  

service. In the Lower Division, Spanish immersion students might use their second language 

to get to know their “grandparent” language buddies at the local senior center. Middle 

grades students give back to the New York community in diverse ways, from reading stories 

to elementary school students in Coney Island to laying mulch in Brooklyn Bridge Park.  

Upper grades students are challenged to design their own experiences, from interning with 

one of our community partners (including Hudson Guild, St. Clements Food Pantry and the 

GO Project) to organizing conferences on topical social issues and inviting local residents to 

participate. They might get involved with Design 4 Impact, a student-run startup bringing 

design-driven social impact work to N-12 education, or begin a career in entrepreneurship 

by pursuing the social innovation strand of the Mastery Program. These deep and sustained 

forms of engagement are a crucial part of our effort to cultivate the next generation of  

courageous, compassionate and enterprising global citizens.

Service
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Sa
Immersion in another culture, language and society is the most direct way to cultivate global  

citizens who are at ease beyond their borders. Avenues’ international programs are designed 

to push students beyond their comfort zones, allowing them to experience the world from 

new perspectives while having fun and deepening their knowledge about a particular topic. 

By making authentic and personal connections to other cultures, students expand not only 

their worldviews, but also their own definitions of themselves.

Global Journeys is the name of the Avenues program that provides cross-cultural experien-

tial education. Every year, Global Journeys collaborates with Avenues faculty and staff to 

develop international programs that are rooted in the Avenues curriculum and structured 

around inquiry into a specific issue or theme. Past programs have included studies of climate 

change in New Zealand; renewable energy in Uruguay; marimba music in Botswana; and 

language and cultural exchange in Argentina and China. Programs are offered during school 

breaks as well as during the academic year in Minimester and Fifth Term.

Study abroad is in the DNA of Avenues. With the opening of our second campus in São Paulo, 

Brazil, in 2018, students at our New York campus will have opportunities to study in the  

vibrant commercial and cultural capital of Latin America. As Avenues opens more campuses 

around the world, students will be able to study on multiple continents while remaining  

firmly rooted in the Avenues community.

Study Abroad
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The Places We’ve Been

Argentina
Buenos Aires
Mar del Plata 
San Martín de los Andes

Botswana
Gabarone  

Brazil
The Pantanal
São Paulo

Chile
Punta Arenas
Puerto Natales 
Santiago

China 
Beijing  
Guilin
Hong Kong
Longsheng
Shanghai
Xian

Ecuador 
Quito  
Mindo  

Italy
Florence
Rome
Venice

Japan
Kyoto
Tokyo

New Zealand 
Auckland  
Wanaka  
Wellington
Christchurch  

Spain 
Barcelona  
Valencia  

Taiwain 
Hualien  
Taipei
Yilan

Uruguay 
Colonia  
Florida  
La Paloma  
Montevideo  



Developed by our in-house research and development team, the Avenues World Elements 

(AWE) defines and describes the essential and enduring learning outcomes for graduates of 

Avenues: The World School across all our campuses. The first iteration of the table is already 

proving a powerful tool for our faculty to design and collaborate on new interdisciplinary 

courses and projects; future iterations will incorporate insights from our new campuses 

around the world and our own research.  

For example, the first Avenues World Element is empathy: the ability to recognize, under-

stand and experience the feelings of others. Empathy is often considered a building block  

of emotional intelligence. Empathy may have limits on its own, but when combined with 

other elements like persistence, beliefs and ethics, the result can be direct moral action and 

community engagement. Empathy can also be combined with creativity, design and entre-

preneurship to help a student to solve problems in a more user-centered manner. In these 

ways, curricular elements can be combined to form a wide variety of programmatic  

“molecules” —courses, projects and approaches—within the curriculum, which form the very 

building blocks of the thought and behavior of an Avenues student.

Avenues
World Elements
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Avenues Around
the World

EARLY LEARNING CENTER

In winter 2017, Avenues opened its brand new Early Learning Center, located at 536 West 

26th Street—just down the block from the main campus. It provides three floors of self- 

contained space for our nursery, pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students and is purpose- 

built for language immersion.  

The facility was designed in close consultation with Avenues’ ELC faculty—and it shows.  

In addition to providing a welcoming, spacious and light-filled environment that meets the  

specific needs of young children, it also fulfills the requirements of Avenues’ unique curric-

ulum, which emphasizes language immersion, interdisciplinary study and learning through 

play. A fully equipped teaching kitchen and a patio for growing plants provides ample  

opportunities for experiential learning, while a cozy library in the quiet section of the building 

is a haven for young readers. The classrooms in which students spend most of their time are 

paired and connected in order to support the immersion program, in which students move 

between English- and Chinese- or Spanish-speaking classrooms on alternating days. 

CO.LAB

The Co.Lab at 536 West 26th Street provides state-of-the-art project labs for the exclusive 

use of Upper Division students. Containing dedicated areas for the pursuit of STEAM (science, 

technology, engineering, art and math), the Co.Lab is a signature Avenues space where the 

principles of collaboration and innovation are brought to life. Conceived as an environment to 

encourage ideation and experimentation, the Co.Lab supports the interdisciplinary and the 

project-based learning approach that is a cornerstone of the Avenues upper grades experience.

AVENUES SÃO PAULO

In August 2018, Avenues opened its second campus in São Paulo, serving more than  

650 students in its first year of operation. Avenues São Paulo is located in the Cidade  

Jardim neighborhood and is housed in a 30,000 square meter, state-of-the-art educational  

facility designed around Avenues’ core principles of sustainability, innovation and student- 

centered pedagogy.

Avenues São Paulo is built to accommodate up to 2,100 students across its Early Learning 

Center, lower grades, middle grades and upper grades programs. At all grade levels, the 

merging of the Avenues global curriculum and the Brazilian national curriculum yields a rich, 

rigorous program that is at once global and local in focus. Here in New York, we are excited 

to embrace the myriad possibilities for intercampus exchange that have always been at the 

heart of Avenues’ global vision.



New York | Early Learning Center



São Paulo



AVENUES MASTERY ACADEMY

In winter 2017, nine students from Avenues New York traveled to Shenzhen with five  

Avenues faculty to pilot a new and exciting model for modern education: the Avenues  

Mastery Academy. One part specialized prep school and one part maker space, the program 

was inspired by 15th-century Renaissance workshops and the long tradition of polymath 

masters such as Leonardo da Vinci: an academic apprentice-learning model in which high 

school students work side-by-side with master instructors and expert practitioners in a 

state-of-the-art maker studio.

Given the city’s status as a world-class tech hub, Shenzhen was the natural choice for a  

Mastery Academy focused on innovation and making. Seven local students from Shenzhen 

Mingde Experimental School joined the nine Avenues students to spend almost four weeks 

living and working together, adding a rich cross-cultural dimension to the challenging inter-

disciplinary program. By the end of this period of extraordinary growth and intensive learning, 

all sixteen students had achieved their goal: to design and build a working cell phone from 

scratch, using components sourced in Shenzhen’s world-famous electronics markets.

Opening in fall 2018, the Avenues Shenzhen Learning Innovation Center will be the new 

home for the Avenues Mastery Academy in Shenzhen that will be the first of others around 

the world, integrated within the Avenues ecosystem of campuses. Each academy will draw 

on the distinct conditions of a global city to provide students with the unique opportunity to 

work alongside experts on a range of interdisciplinary projects.

AVENUES ONLINE

Avenues Online (AON) is the online campus of Avenues: The World School, supporting  

students in grades 6 through 12. Developed by Avenues’ research and development team, 

AON uses a unique and proprietary learning platform to provide an Avenues education  

to our nomadic students whose circumstances have placed them in diverse global locations. 

Wherever there is an Internet connection, there is AON. So far, students have attended  

Avenues Online from such far-flung destinations as Lima, Peru; Marfa, Texas; and the Bahamas.

 





“

”

Soon, I’ll be starting college in another city, a plane journey away. Although I am 

slightly terrified, I know that the education I have received at Avenues will guide 

me throughout my college career. Yes, I’m talking about the calculus skills I got in 

math, but also the emotional availability I learned through drama, the collaboration 

skills I gained by practicing design thinking, and the willingness to question  

everything that I developed through exchange. It wasn’t until I entered my very last 

semester that the true meaning of the Avenues mission statement sank in for me: 

I have become at ease beyond my borders and the architect of a life that will 

transcend the ordinary. We are all the architects of our own lives, and I am sure  

that in years to come we will all be able to recognize not only the impact Avenues 

had on our lives, but also the impact we made on Avenues. 

Sabrina, Class of 2017 

Graduation speech
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